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Lesser
Prairie-Chicken
Habitat Regions



Sandsage Prairie  



Shinnery Oak Prairie



Mixed Grass Prairie



Conservation Reserve Grassland in Kansas
Shortgrass Habitat Region



Sand Prairie . . . Mixed Grass Habitat Region









Recent 
Drought



Let’s Take a Longer Look Back



The Tragedy of the Decimation of the Bison in the 1870’s
Probably Provided Grazing Rest . . . Increased Grassland Height 



Scattered Croplands Provided New Food Resources



Period of Abundance



Continued Conversion
of

Prairie to Cropland
led to

Ecological Disaster





Dirty
30’s



Partial                     Followed by
Recovery             Incremental Decline                 
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Lesser Prairie-Chicken Population Trend on 
Kansas Survey Routes

Recent 
Drought









Cimarron National
Grassland

Comanche National
Grassland



Sand-Sagebrush Prairies
Remained Mostly Unconverted Through the Early 1960’s

























Most of this Grain Goes To . . .



Confined Animal Feeding Operations
. . . Feed Yards



Hog Farms



Hog Farms



Permian Basin



NM     TX



NM     TX
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TNC’s Milnesand
Prairie Preserve

Landscapes Fragmented by Agriculture and Oil





ODWC
Packsaddle

Wildlife Area





ODWC
Cooper

Wildlife Area







Power Lines Fragment Even Relatively Intact Landscapes
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Red Hills Region of Kansas and Oklahoma







Good News . . . . . . . . . . . . and Bad News



Just 20 Miles NW



There is Some Good News









Conservation Reserve Grassland in Western Kansas 



Juxtaposition of Native Prairie & CRP in West-Central Kansas



Juxtaposition of Native Prairie & CRP in West-Central Kansas



Gove County, KS 



CRP Nesting CoverNative Range Brood Habitat



Yellow Bluestem

Unfortunately
Old World Bluestems (OWB’s)

Were Used for CRP in TX, OK, & NM



Caucasian Bluestem

OWB’s are Metastasizing Across the Landscape
at an Alarming Rate

&
Destroying Native Prairie 



Between Conversion of Habitat to Cropland



Degradation of Habitat by Human Infrastructure



Invasive Species



Probable Loss of Much CRP due to
Reduced Rental Rates



And Just Plain Poor Land Management



And Just Plain Poor Land Management

Exacerbated by Climate Change



?

The Future of the Lesser Prairie-Chicken
is Very Much in Doubt


