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Mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:

Work with others 

to conserve, protect and enhance 

fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats 

for the continuing benefit of the American people
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Programs with some connection to LEPC*:

• Ecological Services

• Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration 

• Partners for Fish and Wildlife

• National Wildlife Refuge System

• Science Applications

* Lesser Prairie-Chicken abbreviated LEPC per Peter Pyle, Institute for Bird Populations (https://www.birdpop.org/pages/birdSpeciesCodes.php) 
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Some General Processes under the Endangered Species Act:

• Regulatory Compliance Options

• Federal (Section 7 Conferencing and Consultations, and 

• Non-Federal (Section 10 Habitat Conservation Plans, Research and 

Recovery Permits)

• Recovery Planning

• Grants

• Pre-listing Conservation
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Outcomes / Opportunities of General ESA Processes:

• Funding to support research (as funding is available)

• Regulatory Predictability and Assurances for: 

• Landowner, land manager, industry, agency actions

• Voluntary conservation programs

• Avoidance, or minimization and mitigation for adverse effects
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The Past

https://siarchives.si.edu/blog/meet-robert-ridgway-ornithologisthttps://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/35566#page/5/mode/1up

Ridgway, Robert. 1873. A new variety of prairie chicken. Bulletin Essex Institute 5(12):199
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https://ecos.fws.gov

Species Profile Page Search
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Example
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The Present

C. O’Meilia
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Present
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https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/2016_09_27_Revised%20Petition%20Regulations_Final.pdf

September 2017

September 2016

NOI Feb 2019; Settlement 

Agreement Sept. 2019

November 2016
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The Future

C. O’Meilia
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12-month finding 

due May 26, 2021

NOI Feb 2019; Settlement 

Agreement Sept. 2019

1. 2.

3.
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https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_esa/ssa.html

Species Status Assessment (SSA)
“…foundational science for informing all ESA decisions…”

Service’s LEPC Core Team is developing a project plan for management approval on path 

forward for continuing LEPC SSA in support of 12-month finding.  

• Viability

• 3 R’s:

o Resiliency

o Redundancy

o Representation

• Regulatory decision context
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• Habitat Conservation Plan

• Candidate Conservation Agreement

• Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances

• Safe Harbor Agreements

• Conservation Bank

• Cooperative Agreements (PFW)

• Avoidance Measures

• General Conservation Plan

• Voluntary Prelisting Conservation Policy

• Recovery Credit System

• Endangered Species Tax Deduction

• Pending ESA Reforms?

o Federal

o Non-Federal

o Federally Listed

o Pre-Listing

o Voluntary

o Statutory (permit)

o $ Incentivized

o Not $ Incentivized
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service LEPC Contacts:

Texas – Clay Nichols, clay_nichols@fws.gov; 

New Mexico – Jenny Davis, jennifer_l_davis@fws.gov; 

Oklahoma – Patricia Echo-Hawk, patricia_echo-hawk@fws.gov

Colorado – Leslie Elwood, leslie_ellwood@fws.gov; or Kevin Burgess, kevin_burgess@fws.gov

Kansas – Chris O’Meilia, chris_omeilia@fws.gov

nicepik.com



Lesser Prairie-Chicken

Questions?
C. O’Meilia/USFWS
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LESSER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN: UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE’S ACTIONS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

CHRIS O’MEILIA*, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Kansas Ecological Services Field Office, Manhattan, KS 66502 USA, CLAY NICHOLS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Arlington Ecological Services Field Office, Arlington, TX 76006 USA, PATRICIA ECHO-HAWK, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Oklahoma Ecological Services Field Office, 
Tulsa, OK 74129 USA,  JENNIFER DAVIS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office, Albuquerque, NM 87113 USA, KEVIN BURGESS,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region Six Regional Office, Lakewood, CO 80228 USA.  

The objective of this talk is to provide a general overview of past, present, and possible future actions by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) using its authorities to 
support conservation of the lesser prairie-chicken, Tympanuchus pallidicinctus, and meet statutory obligations of the agency.  Service actions are only a portion of significant 
past and on-going work on the species.  This presentation will only discuss actions that are connected to a specific statutory obligation of the Service to administer.  Much of the 
information on past and present actions was gathered from the Service’s Environmental Conservation Online System (ECOS; ecos.fws.gov), communication with Service staff, 
and the statutory and policy framework of Service authorities, as derived from the Service’s Mission and the Endangered Species Act.  Service work on the species began in 
1995, with receipt of a petition to list, and includes a range of regulatory processes and determinations, as well as conservation tools designed to provide benefits to lesser 
prairie-chickens through partnerships and permits with public and private landowners, land managers, industry and state wildlife agencies.  To date there have been many 
statutory actions completed under Service authority, as well as potential opportunities for tools not yet utilized (e.g., Habitat Conservation Plans, mitigation credit transactions 
through Conservation Banking).  

chris_omeilia@fws.gov
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Kansas Ecological Services Field Office
2609 Anderson Avenue
Manhattan, Kansas 66502-2801
785-539-3474 x104
PAPER
Microsoft PowerPoint


