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Mission

• The mission of the North American Grouse Partnership is to promote 
the conservation of grouse and the habitats necessary for their 
survival and reproduction 



Formation

• Founded on August 25, 1999 in 
Tom Cade’s home

• NAGP advocates for all 12 North 

American grouse species and 
their habitats

• Key areas: science, policy, 
management, and outreach

• “The role of the NAGP is to raise 
the profile of grouse on a 
national and international level, 
to provide sound species 
management guidelines and 
recommendations or to support 
those already developed, to 
educate and give the public an 
avenue for involvement, and to 
raise funds to accomplish goals.” 
(Sherrod 2000)



• Sage Grouse

• Greater Sage-grouse

• Gunnison Sage-grouse

• Prairie Grouse

• Sharp-tailed Grouse

• Alaska sharp-tailed grouse

• Columbian sharp-tailed 
grouse

• Northwestern sharp-tailed 
grouse

• Northern sharp-tailed grouse

• Plains sharp-tailed grouse

• Prairie sharp-tailed grouse

• Greater Prairie-chicken

• Attwater’s

• Heath Hen (extinct)

• Lesser Prairie-chicken

• Forest Grouse

• Spruce Grouse

• Ruffed Grouse

• Dusky Grouse

• Sooty Grouse

• Ptarmigan

• Rock Ptarmigan

• Willow Ptarmigan

• White-tailed Ptarmigan
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Science
• Established Council of Scientists to 

provide information on current 
knowledge

• Sponsor and presenters at PGTC and 
SG and Columbia STG Working Group 
meetings

• Convener and presenters at NA 
Wildlife Conferences

• Conducted technical reviews for 
state and federal agencies



NAGP COS

• Cam Aldridge, Rick Baydack, Brian Cade, Dawn Davis, Dave Haukos, 
Rick Hoffman, Matt Holloran, Dan Keppie, Stephanie Manes, 
Angelena Ross, Alan Sands, Mike Schroeder, Nova Silvy, and Bill 
Vodehnal. 



Policy Work
Established Policy Council to 
provide NAGP with guidance

Farm Bill Input for Grouse (2002, 
2008, 2014, 2018)

Testimony to Congress

Expert input to proposed listing 
decisions

Comments on numerous policy 
proposals and proposed legislation



Management Work
• Developed Grassland Conservation 

Plan for Prairie Grouse

• Developed BMP’s for grouse during 
energy development

• Provided input to state sage-grouse 
plans

• Conducted assessment of lesser 
prairie-chicken status

• Assisted in formation and 
coordination of IWG’s for sharp-
tailed grouse and greater prairie-
chicken

• Technical input to numerous state 
and federal management plans
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Outreach
• Publish Grouse Partners News, 

newsletters and web info

• Contribute to  Upland Almanac 
and other publications

• Develop informational brochures

• Sponsor prairie-chicken festivals

• Presentations to professional 
and public audiences

• Exhibitor at meetings





Partnerships
• Established Prairie Grouse 

Partners (NAGP, PF, MDF, EMRI, 
TRCP, ABC)

• Active member of AFWA 
Resident Game Bird Committee

• Charter member of American 
Wildlife Conservation Partners

• Member of TRCP Policy Council



Primary Focus Areas
• Policy input (Farm Bill, 

legislation, etc.)

• Sage-grouse management

• Prairie Grouse focus

• IWG’s for GPC and STG

• LPC management
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5 Primary Messages

• Strategic placement of a system of core conservation areas needed

• Better coordinated delivery of LPC conservation into this system 
needed

• Higher payments for landowners in core areas needed

• More overall funding for LPC conservation needed

• Engagement of all contributing programs using consistent guidelines 
needed



NAGP On-going Role
• Continued evaluation, and 

assessment of status

• Offer to help convene and 
facilitate a LPC coordinating 
group to pull all 
programs/participants together

• Outreach efforts on status and 
needs and policy input



NAGP in the Future
• New Executive Director

• Continue our efforts on SG and 
prairie grouse

• Continue our policy work

• Expand and grow our 
effectiveness



Questions?

www.grousepartners.org


