
It’s All About Birds! 
Grade 7 

Art and Music 
  
I. Introduction to Birds 
 
With feathers that make them unique and wings that lift them into the air (or that once 
lifted them into the air), birds are everywhere! Birds come in a variety of colors, sizes, 
and shapes, are found on all continents, and live in nearly all habitats. Throughout 
history, birds have been an inspiration in art and music, no doubt due in part to the fact 
that birds are everywhere people are, as well as because of birds’ beauty, and their varied 
appearances and sounds. 
 

 
II. Birds in Art and Culture 
 
Standard 2:1 – Recognize and describe the cultural and ethnic traditions which have 
influenced visual art including European, American, Native American, African 
American, Hispanic, and Asian traditions. 
 
Birds have been used symbolically in many different cultures. In Western Civilization, 
the dove is representative of peace. In many regions, the Stork has been a symbol of 
childbirth. In Ancient Egypt, Horus was a god with the head of a Falcon, and Thoth was 
portrayed as an Ibis. In Japanese culture, the Crane symbolizes good luck, long life and 
marriage.  
 
This symbolism of a particular bird has influenced local artists and has led to the 
popularity of art pieces containing certain birds. In Japan, artwork containing cranes is 
commonplace because of the good fortune they symbolize.  
 
 
Activity: Origami Crane 
 
Objective: Students are introduced to an ancient Japanese art form and cultural 
symbolism. 
 
Materials: *Origami Paper 
 Origami Crane Instructions
 
*A square piece of paper can be substituted; however construction paper is too thick to 
fold easily. 
 
Procedure:  
1) See Origami Crane Instructions
 
 
 
III. Birds in Music 



 
Standard1:1 – Notate (written representation of music) simple pitch and rhythm patterns 
presented aurally (listening). 
 
Standard 1:2 – Experiment with variation in and demonstrate understanding of tempo 
(speed), tone quality (sound quality), dynamics (degree of loudness) and phrasing fro 
expressive purpose in performing music. 
 
Standard 1:3 – Identify basic notational symbols (written representation of music), 
including: treble and bass clef, time signatures (2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8); note values (whole 
note, half note, quarter note, eighth note, dotted half note, dotted quarter note, and the 
corresponding rests). 
 
Birds use vocalizations, in combination with behaviors, to locate each other, attract 
mates, proclaim and defend territory, and to convey danger. Males tend to sing more 
often than females and the frequency increases during breeding season. Birds use a vocal 
organ, called a syrinx, in their throat to produce vocalizations. The syrinx has two halves, 
which can produce sounds simultaneously, allowing a bird to sing harmonies with 
himself. This is something that human voices can not duplicate.  
 
Many composers and musicians have been inspired by bird songs and have incorporated 
them into their creations.  
 
Activity: Bird Songs 
 
Objective: Expose students to the use of birds in music throughout history. Students will 
then listen to bird songs in order create and compose their own musical interpretations. 
 
Materials:  Examples of Birds in Music 
 Kircher handout
 Audio samples of songs 
 
Procedure: 
1) Expose students to various samples of music inspired by the songs of birds. 
  
 Examples of Birds in Music: 
 Musurgia Universalis (excerpts from) Athanasius Kircher 
 The Lark Ascending by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 The Birds by Ottorino Respighi 
 The Hen by Rameau 
 The Goldfinch by Vivaldi  
 The Cuckoo and the Nightingale by Handel 
 Field Book of Wild Birds and Their Music by F. Schuyler Mathews 
 The Pastorale, Sixth Symphony, Second Movement by Beethoven 
 Cantus Arcticus, Concerto for Birds and Orchestra by Einojuhani Rautavaara 
 Various works by Oliver Messiaen 
 
2)  Have students listen to recordings of bird songs and in nature. Instruct them to pay 
 attention to characteristics such as rhythm, tone, pitch, and tempo of the bird songs.  



  
  Audio tapes or CDs: 
  Petersons Field Guide on Audio 
  Thayer Birding CDs 
  National Geographic Society’s Guide to Birds Sounds 
  Common Birds and Their Songs by Lang Elliot and Marie Read 
  
 Online resources: 
  www.learnbirdsongs.com/ 
  www.math.sunysb.edu/~tony/birds/ 
  www.naturesongs.com/birds.html 
  
 
3) Show and discuss a sample of Athanasius Kircher’s interpretation of bird songs. Also, 
 www.math.sunysb.edu/~tony/birds/music/intro.html has audio files and 
 corresponding sheet music of bird songs and their transcriptions. 
 
4)   Have students choose one bird, and create their own interpretation of its song or call, 
 incorporating observations they made of the bird’s song or call characteristics. Each 
 student should write sheet music and be able to sing or play their interpretation.  
 
 Note: Be sure to have them note the species of bird that inspired them, its appearance, 
 its geographical range, and a sample of its song. 
 



 
 
 
Make Your Very Own Flying Origami Crane 
Follow these simple steps: 

 

  

1&2. Using a square piece of paper fold away on the dashed line, and 
forwards on the dot-dashed line. If using a piece of paper colored on one 
side only, begin with colored side face down. 

3. Now fold along all three creases at 
once. 

   

4. Fold two edges in, to form a kite-
shape on top. 

5. Do the same thing on the other 
side. 

6. Fold the point down and crease 
above the other two folds. Undo the 
folds you made in steps 4 and 5. 

   

7. Pull the bottom corner (top layer 
only) up above the top corner. Fold 
along the creases you made in steps 
4 and 5. 

8. Do the same thing on the other 
side. The top flaps are the wings 
and the bottom flaps are the neck 
and tail. 

9. Fold one edge on each side as in 
step 4. This makes the neck and tail 
thinner. 

 

  



10. Do the same thing on the other 
side. 

11. Fold the right top flap over 
along the centerline to lay on top of 
the left flap like turning the page of 
a book. Flip over and repeat on 
other side. 

12. Fold up the neck and the tail as 
far as you can on each side. 

  
 

13. Fold the head down. 14. Repeat step 11. 15. Pull the neck and tail out and 
down a so they are not vertical. 

  

 

16. Pull the head out and up so it's 
not parallel to the neck. 

17. Pull the wings straight out from 
the body so that the body inflates 
or you can blow through a hole in 
the underside. 

Finished!

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.savingcranes.org/teachers/kids/origami.cfm

http://www.savingcranes.org/teachers/kids/origami.cfm


Musurgia Universalis 
Athanasius Kircher 

 
The nightingale's song is given first, followed by those of the cock, the hen 
laying eggs and calling her chicks, the cuckoo, quail and parrot; the latter 
says "Hello" in Greek. The cockerel's music has the familiar portamento at 
the end of each phrase; as usual the cuckoo's call is notated as a falling 
minor third. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.special.lib.gla.ac.uk/exhibns/month/nov2002.html 


